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atnd  their co-operaston in Uhristiso
work. Buat it 15 nocessary that ull such
moviements shall be carefully distin-
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ward\ ATCh Wity
The fedoration of chinrches, townrds
which maoy Meesbyterinns are looking
i the intereet of Chiorel uoity, s not o
fedesation of migislors 10 G City. Slile
or patien; but the federntion of denom
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Hicial representives of the depomi-
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ut propositions for Chureh noity. The
Lytering and Reformed Cnurches

joud the world bave hul several

iws in Genernl Conference, The

el wie in london: the next

ng will be in Toronto. The Con-
tionnd o ITCHES Are o0on 1o moeet

eral A i The Mathodist
Churchvs ha ady mer, It s prob-
able that the Lutheruns wall soon make
n milar movement Why wmay not
ti Gieneral Conlerences select repre-
i eh 1O et in A mote genernl
I ¢* If these other Geperal
Conferences should aecept the fouar
ropusitions of  the Lambeth Con-
el o 1 aocepliog them,
wy  showld  make them some  ad-
iwonal provosals: M the FPresbyte-
e Lieneral Conlerevee should propose
weept the Historic Eplstopate, pro-
vided that u Presbeterial organization
[ the Uhurch should also be adopted

avud the two svstems brought inoto bar-
and if the Congréegational Gen-
eril Conference should propose to ae
cept the Historie Epseopate, provided
that the rights of the Chrstian  pe III-'I.'
and the independence of the local church
were guarded within certain definite
areas—what reasonable objection could
there be W o genwal conferenee repre-
senting all these peneral conferences,
that shiould bring all these questions Lo
o sl issue?  No ode proposes that the
ghicay Church should absorb all the
hets. A reunion s ;‘rfi}mnhi of or-
cavized  bodies  calling  themselves
Chreistinn churchies, Oiganic unity, or
Church unity, cun enly result from the
consohdation of these organiziations.
Representatives of the several de-
vominations meetiog in such a general
uferevce would not compromise
Ui tnsel ves as o any matter of dispute
between them. The Allisnce of Re-
formed Clhurches, holding the Pe
terian system hus alresdy
this aifficuliy, In the Geopersl Coun-
cils of this Allinpce sre represeniatives
of o lsrge vumber of indepecdent va-
tiwnal churches, dissentivg churches,
and churches with different creeds and
aifferent forms of  government and
worship. They meet on the common
platform of the Consensus ot the Re-
formed churches  This Cousensus has
vever been delived.  There is no power
of doctriual defloition, ccclosinstycal de-
clmon or disciplioe o the council; and
you it glves expressivn o the uuly of
the Retormed Churches. According 1o
Prosbylerisus views such 8 federation
of churches is Churen Unity. The prac: |
ticals results of this ecouncil thos l&b'
have been the consolidation of missions |
through the union of missionaries re-|
presenting ull $he varieties of Fresby-
terisnism in National Churches in sev-
vral heathen lands; and the effort to
frame & Consensus Creed. It has been |
proposed 1o constitute sn A merioan |
council of the Presbyterinn and Res |
arnnd Churches, |
Wilh these examples of Federation
aud wita the Presbyterian babit of

mony
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thunking of Church organization in the :o?gn-o have
presbyteries and syuods, “us- | but because HM
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semblies and councils, it is inevitable
:';‘l:wl:ﬁmt ch&mhn should look for
unity through the principle of
;Fﬂtenﬁon., 0 he e <
1t 18 within the range of probabllities
that such American Federation of de-
nominations in a General Conference
will take place ina few years. The
peril of the situation at pregent s lest
any of the great historic churches
should be lett out of this Federation,
thtough not anderstanding it, or from
misaprebensions respeeting it.

There are doubtless some who will
aim at Federation to the exclusion of
the Historic Episcopate. There are
others who will sim st the Historie
Episcopate and oppose Federation in its
terest,. The pathway to success is in
n combination of the two movements,
The genius of the Epiecopal Churches
urges them to the Historic Episcopate
and makes them careless of, or suspi
cious of, Firleration and ita principle of
representation. The genius of the Pres-
byterian sod Reformed Churches urge-
them to Federation (o the neglect of
the Historie Episcopate. Let us try to
look at matters on bothsides, and so ad-
vance to the common  goal of Church
Unity with the disposition of giving
und receiving. Episcopacy and Presby-
tery, to my mind, are not incompatible
but complementary ; and so Federation
i a higher Presbytery will not at al)
interfere with the Historie Episcopate.
If Episcopulians will nccept Federation
it wil greatly advance the cause of
Church Unity.

I can readily see the objections that
apring inlo the mind of an Episcopalian
when Federation is presented (o him. 1
simply say to him what 1 say to my
Presbytlerion friends in defending the
Historic Episcopate. There are many
forms of Federation, there are many
theories about it.  All that we propose
is the iostitution itself, avd we ure wil-
ling to adapt it #0 48 to remove all rea
sonable objections.

If we could have a General Council
of the Christinn Churches of America,
on the basis of the four propositions of
the House of Bishops, with any reason
able additions of modifications that
might be proposed, Church Unity,
would. in my opinion, essentially be
WL,

I have no anxiety about the Historie
Fpiscopate. The difieulties felt in
most minds are due top misrepresents
tions and misunderstandiogs, owiog to
old controversies and discussions.  So
poon as it becomes clear (0 the averagy
Presbyterin mind that the IHistorie
Episcopate, in the fontth proposition of
bishops, is not involved with any theory
of its origin or of ils meaning, and
that % way be so adapted as not to be in
consistent with Presbytery, anod that
the delicate questions of Presbyterial or
dinution nnd ministerigl recognition s
walved. and are not in some mysterious
way buried in the torm. ready tospring
out At us Ax 00N Bs serious negotistions
begin: so soon as the fogs nud eloads
are driven away from our religious at
mosphere, it 15 my opinion that the
Historic BEpiscopiate will receive the
cordinl snd geveral aceeptance of the
Christign mindsters and people of out
lupd, Lot us be fronk and sincere
self-sacrificing awl loviog: awmd then
unity and harmony are us sure as the
sun rising.—Prof, Charlos A, Briggs,
D. D, in the Charchmon,

i~
THE FOREIGN MIsSTONARY,

It is the time when many 1o the theo-
logieal seminaries of the country ar
earnestly considening the question as to
what department of mimsterial work
they shall undertauke, Three lines are
before them=-the bone pastorate, home
migsionary work, and the foreign field
If the consecrution to the Lord s servies
be true, so far a8 personal willingness
i# concerned, there will be no cholce
between the three. Ench offers its pe-
calinr hardships, alko its peculine com.
peosations. To be successful in any
one requires the sume consecralion as
in any other. It isa gricvous orror to
suppose that the mssionary, whether
home or {oreign, needs amy more sin-
cere devotion tothe causeof Christ than
the pastor of a church in village, town
Or CILy.

This question of consecration ought
to be cousidered as settled 11_\' the very
fact of entrance upon the ministey. It
should be taken [for granted that every
minister of the Gospel is ready and
willing to take up uny one of these
three departments. 1o the choice that
he must make, be should be guded by
the wisest kvowledge, the best judg-
ment available,

In general. it may be eabld that every
gradunte of o theological seminary 1s
preparod for a pustorste: o lvss number
wre fitted for home missionary work:
still fewer can enter the foreign field to
advantage.

It 18 our object to call attention to
gome of the considerations that must
bave weight with those who are con-
sepentiously pondering their duty o re-
gard to this last spbere of Christidn
service,

First comes the guestion of health
Tho struin of acelimation, of adapta-
tion to new habits of life, of endeavor-
ing to understand and be understood in
anew language, is a beavy one, and
such as only & well person  can hope to
bear successfully. It isa mistake, how-
ever, Lo suppost that one must neges-
sarily bo robust. It is not always the
viery strong that endure the longest, or
uwcconrplish the most,

Next to health cowmes the taste for
langusge. The ability to express ideas
clearly and forcibly, capecially 1moa

foreign language. is & matter of idiom
rather thao of grnmmar or vocsbulary,
and facility of idiom comes raely, if
ever, to those who have renl dislike for
the study of lapguage. A few mission-
wties, indeed, whose linguistic attain-
wents were very weak, have done sue-
cessful work: but they have done so in
spite of great disadviantages,

A foreign missionnry should be prac-
tical, able to turn his hand to anything
that for the momaent may require ot
tention, wether it be to puack a bux,
plave & board, saddle u horse, keep ac-
counts, plan & house, or teach. preach,
or superiotend Dative assistants, In
the wide soope of foreign work, a place
might be found for an unpraciical man,
but such plages are rare. The word
cunpol,' ns applied to anythiog thut
must be done, ought to huve no exist-
ance in o missionary s vocabulary,

Co-ordinate with “canoot™ is “will
pot.” Every man has some one thing
which he can do best. 1t is the constant
effort of the Mission Doards and of the
Missions, to put every maa where he
ean do what he can do best. But some-
times that s impossible. Aoy oneof a
soore of exigencies may anse at any
moment, which will throw upon him
duties for which. in his own taste and
judgment, he is least fived. He must
simply bs willing to go ahead aud do
the best he can, even tho he secins Lo be
wasting voergy asnd time.

Anotber most lmportaot element is
the ability to work with others, There
is no position that 5o develops a man's
individuality, provided he has any, a8
the foreign field.  The great importance
and far-reaching results of decisions
give to the views of each an intensity
seldom felt m the discussions in the
home land. To be able not only to ac-
cept cordially the opposing verdict of
asgciates, but to co-operate hearuly in
work on lines that seem mistaken, re-
quires chiaracter of the highest order.

There is necessary, also, 8 certain
versatility of mind, an ability to recog-
nize chap, protit by them, utilize
them, and pt one's self to them.
The problems of foreign missionary
work are coostantly shifting. New
phuses uppear that ronder old methods
useless or worse than useless, Plaos
must bu altered. Even privciples that

fundamental
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relation to present needs or circum-
Stances,

A foreign missionary should always
be an optimist, never a pessimist. Hope,
courage, faith, are characteristics nbso-
lutely essential to the best success,
Ability to see the bright side, even if
the brightoess be but the faintest glim-
mer of o long delayed dawn, will help
one over many a bard place, through
many a bitter experience. Few who
have not fell it can realize the pressure
upon the spirits of a hostile govern-
ment, hostile people, few and weak
friends, or understand the sense of
lonelingsa that comes from the lack of
that national association which extonds
inta the remotest country parish or
even home oissionary scitlement. To
overcome this requires not only relig-
wus faith, but moral and physical cour-
age. And thus we might go on enu-
merating one point aflter another, uotil
brought up sharp with the remmk: 1
do not see but that these same chiar-
acteristics  are  just as  essentinl
to the home missionary or the pastor
a8 to the foreign missionary.” Un-
foubtedly they are. The fact is that
uwlmost any man who will be suceesiful
at houne may be soabroad.  Why, then,
are o many applicants rejected? Why
does not every church sceept the first
candidate that offers? There are many
men who woald never think of criticis-
g the action of a church in potac
oepting them, who feel very much hurt
when told that, in the judgment of a
commitiee. the foreign field is not best
suited to them. Yel the boarde are
obliged to be far more particular than
any church, are compelled to consider
vertain things which a church can weil
afford to overlosk. Undonbledly chey
muke mistakes, but no one who knows
the perplexicles that attend their action
can help feeling that the wonder is
not, thut so many but s0 few, mistukes
ire made —Rev. Edwin M. Bliss, in the
Independent.

THE RELIGLOUS MULE.

What depths of feeling and bitter ex
perience this text expresses | The mule
Ig the incdroation of obstinncy.  Stand-
ing with his forefeet wida apart und
firmly planted oo the ground, his long
ears lald back close to his neck, his
tl'l\l;{h hide and ]llm{.;l\\‘k‘-\llhl hieaal,
G 18 i pietare of firmoess, You doubt-
less imagioe that David was thinking of
otie of those bulky brutes on his father's
furm when he wrote the text. Far
more likely he was thinkiug of Joab,
incomparison with whom the most ob-
stinute of those early acquaintances
was plinbility itself.

There are mules and mules. All have
the same character ; but there isa di-
versity of outward forms, Some are
horizontal, others are perpendicalar.
some wulk on four feot, and some on
wwo,  Usually, however. they do not
walk at all, but stand very still.

Not o few of these animals nre found
browsing onthe tender grass within (he
apclosure of the Christinn  church,
Phey nre easily discovered. In fact,
there 18 no oeed 1o discover them, for
they soon mnke their presepee [eli,
Fhe mule, whatever may b2 s ont-

waord form. is an obstroctionist. e is
tenacions of his ownopinions. 11+ will
have s own way, or he will stund

still, apd muke everything sod every-

religious lemhin?

showingiteell in deeper devotion, more
earnest work and more thorough sepa-
ration from the world. Between these
two there are many others, Whic
is precisely the right one? Pro-
bably it would be hard to tell,
for gevunine work varies as conditions
and circumstances are different; but as
arule, it may be agreed that boisterous:
ness and excessive demonstration are
roperly lisble to suspicion. Even if
t be granted that they are signs of real
sincerity. and intended earnestoess, the
fact remains that exaggerated noise
and show of feeling have too little
knowledge of their foundation to be of
permanent value. The thoughtful, de-
vout, epiritual earnestpess that shows
itsell in a closer walk with God awd
reverent use of (he means of grace, may
always be accepted as a religious con-
dition that is born of the Spirit.—Se-
lected.
IS THE BINLE BEAD AT HOAE?
We hanra good deal about the lack of
in the schools
of it in the homes
of professing Ohrnistians? The parents
who complain most loudly that the
Bible is not resd in school, do they
read it at home? Is the household
guthered , moroing and evening, st the
family altar, to hear the words of Holy
Scripture and to join in prayer and
proige? In how many cases is the en-
tire religious training of the child
turned over to the Sunday school, with
its one hour & week, in which a variety
of interests and exereises claim atten-
tion? In how few nstances do parents
and god-parents neglect their bounden
duty and privilege, while they claim
that the State doe< not attend to it. By
all means let us have the Bible in the
school, but, whether it is found there
or not, let us have it in our homes, not
ciosed upon the shelf, but open and
rend daily by the assembled household.
—The Living Church.

How about the lut

HALF MEASURE s,
A bridge which is & foot two short
fails to reach across the chiasm. A race
may be lost by a leagth us well as by a
mile, One leak will sink & ship, one
sin destroy a soul,
The Earl of Bath illustrates his views
of o policy which dismissed one minis
ter of the State and retained another
whom bhe deemed equally objectionable
by comparing it with the scuon of the
Lord Cpnamberlsin, who, when seut 1o
examine the cellors of the House of
Commons, returned with the report
that “*he found live-und twenty barrels
of guopowder: that he had retoved ten
of them. aod that he hoped the rest
would do no harm!™
e man who thinks to serve God and
mammon, and who divides his time
and epergies between the Lord and the
devil. the flesh und the spirit, will be
found to bave made a grand mistake,
No man can be slave of two musters,
[ie must have one absolute ruler and
owner. When a man has given himaelf
to the Lord, he has pothiog left for
anybody else.  The world and the flesh
nod Ui devil must stand aside, self
must be denied, and Christ must have
all. I would thou wert cold or hot.
So. then, because thou art lukewarm.
and neither cold nor hot, T will spew thee
ont of my mouth, '=The Coristiav,

NOTES AND COMMENT,

body elss stand still with him, it possi
ule. Lucky evough if he does not Jet
fly with his heels, and pulverize all ob i
jeets withiv reach.
Obstioste ¥ An obstructionist? (Oh, |
no! he does not intend to be either. He |
is very “*consciettions.” And unfor-
tunately he bus adopted that fawmilor |
efinition of **eonscience,’ namely,
“Samething within me which says |
‘Lwon't.)
frivalous aboul bim. He makes every-
thing o matter of copscienve; snd when
others differ from  bim, it is always be-
ause they wre less earpest and con-
aeientious than himself.

When his mind is made up, he is im-
movable. Argument and persunsion
wre alike wosted upon him. He usually
plants bis feel fismly on one or two
seripture texts which seem to substan-
aate his position, and from these he|
will not budge ap ipeh.  You may
quote & dezen in refutation, but he will

throw them all aside, aod siand on
thoss which he hos chosen, It 151in-
deed fortapate when the rest of the

ténnn can move on. and leave hun
tanding there alonein his glory, like
Lot's wife on the shore of the Dead Sea. |
loo often he gets between the shafts:
and then, when he comes o a gtand- |
gtill, the rest must hait with Lim
Ll he is ready  to move on, or is taken
to his reward. Many & chureh in opr
land to-day i= etandiog absolutely lil‘l
and has made no progress for years, |
stmply becaupse there is a mule some- |
where in the tenmn; perhaps he is in the |

pulpt, perhinps in the pews,

We cun all of us assume this cbnrac l
ter on cceasion, It i one of the strong-
ast points in favorof Professor Darwin's
theory, thal there seems Lo be 1o olmest |
every member of the homan famly |
some remmning trace of the ancestral
mule, Nothing s more easy than Lo
persuade ourselves than sny point which
we desire to carry is a mutter of con- |
science. 1 feel impelled 0 do thus|
or so0, therefore 1 ought,” s
i common h_'i".lnjsul.. We oflten |
mistake obstinacy, in ourselves, for |
moral courage. proper firmness, de-
etsion of choracter, or sume othér com-
mendable quality, so nearly are vices |
related to virtues, Whea unweleome
advice is offerad us, we thrust it aside,
and imugine ourselves 1o be miniature
Martin Luthers, determined to enter
Worms though there were as many
devils ng tiles upon the house-tops. Ur
we fauey that weare but repeating the
“(jet thee behind me, Satan,” of the
Muster. Very frequently we should
fiod 0 more securate likoness in Relio-
bosam, who forsook the counsel of the
old men, the wisest and salest advisers
in the realm.

Decision of charncter and firmuess in
purpose are very desirable gualties of
the Christtan,  The charch of the pre-
sent day needs men with independent
minde and u strong, straight backbone,
men who dare o say “*No' clearly and
varnesily. She needs men ke Joshuu
aud Daviel and Paul, who can with-
stand Lempration, sud even the false
persuasion of friends. But we must
Lewiare, lest with the backbone we de-
velop a tail and long ears.
“Baenotasthe . . . mule'—Rev
George 11, Hubbard in Sunday-school
Times.

THE KINSHIP OF CHRIST

The foreign missionury work brings
into view the kinship of Christ, and
keeps the millennial ages before the mind
of Christendom.  All things converge
towards the final snd not remote vie
tory of the Son of God. Through work
for bim among the heathen we becyme
wlentiticd with him as we never vould
by sacraments, sovg or sermon. The
work and the person of Christ were
peyer so apparent 1o the church as they
ure today, This is dueto the influence
of missions, When the church has be-
come indolent and sell seeking the mul-
lennial splendors have fuded from its
eyes; but work brings vearer and makes
clearer the ultimute ages of serenity,
peace and Christian tiiumpb. We nied
that Christinn fatulism which is sure
that Christ is to congaer, and that the
coming years of earth’s bistory are as
full of brightness and beauty as the
former ages have been of darkvess and
blood. = Dr. Storrs,

WHAT IS A BEVIVAL?
What do we mean when we speak of
a revival of religion? Some persons, of
oourse weanatimeol ¢ xeltement,uulim-

od ¢, Joud prayin and vlﬂwlliog-
bl ey "ty L
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I wonder many times that ever a
child of God should bave a sad heart,
vonsidering what the Lord is preparing
for hinn. —5. Rutherford.

The day will come when God will
juidge over aguin all those things that
are judged nmiss,— Bernard.

He who is most slow in making a

formance of it.—Roussenu.

Giod has given n man two oyes, I he
loge one be hath the other. Bat man
iiath only ope soul. If he lose that the
loks can never be made up again.—
Chrysostom,

I have bad many things in my bands
and I have lost them all, but whatever

[1 have been able to place in God’s T still

possees, —Luther,

Tihe dull weather, they say, is the
best weather for battle, and sorrow is
the best time fur seeing through and
conquering one's own selfl. * * Do
not be ufraid, 1 say. of sorrow.  All the
ciouds in the sky canpot move the san
a foot further off: and all the sorrow
in the world cannot move God aoy
further off.—Charles Kingsloy.

The tissue of every Christian’s des-
tiny is wrought with threads of mercy,
and merey impresses her own lovely
charaoters on every trial} e is called t
bear,—Dr. Ratilos,

When mesns hold out, it is easy to be
coutent, Who canoot pray for his

| daily bread when he bath it in his cup:

board? But when our own provision
fails ps, then not to distrust the pro-
vigion of God is a nable trial of faith —
Bishop Hall,

The Methodist Episcopal
sehools in India number 550,
SO0 scholars.

The Iate Mr, Hepry James Camptell
lefy $1.000.000 to Belfost College for the
education of young ministers,

A voung man in Union Theological
Seminary, New York, said he could pot
go to the foreign fleld, but would pay
=300 & year for a substitute.

Ooe of the missionaries of the China
loland Mission, a Scotch gentleman
worth =1,000.000, is hving 1o China
very cconomically, using all of his big
fortene in the work.

A highly-valusd manuscript copy of
the Gospels, written in letters of gold,
on purple vellum, duating about the
seventh century, is. ns rl.'liurln'd. to be
vifered for publio sule suon in London.
Six years ago it was purchased for the
I'russian Government it a sale of man-

Sunday-
with 42,

| useripts belongiog 1o the Dukeof Hem-

ilton.  Five thousand pounds were of-
fered for it by an Eoglish book-seller.
It is said that there are only three or
four mavuscripts of the same kind in
existence,
Why thus longing, thos forever shehing,

For the tar-off, omsttasned, amd din,
While the peaucifol, ol oround thee 1y ing,

st ds low perpetun) hvinn?

~ 1. W, Bewall,

As pretty Miss Mollie Soutball, just
“sweel sixteen,”” was leaving her home
on Jower Reynolds street, one unight
last week, she was seized by her mother
and locked up, and ber father tele-
graphed w come home. Not a greal
distance off in a brilliantly lighted
parlor, stood awaiting her eomiog Rev
Dir. Hallman, of the Epglish Lutberan
chorch, Mr. Charlie Blount, with u
plain gold band in kis pocket, and a
numwber of friends. It was o have
been a secret marrisge, but the party
broke up when they heard the bride-
elect wus denied departure from home.
YouoglBlount is un engiover on the
Augusta, Gibson and Sacdersville rail-
road, and bad alvendy fited up a boms
for his bride. Relatives of his opposed
to the marringe gave information
which led to the capture of the bride-
elect. The bride to be bad secretly
vransferred her personal effects to the
little home fitted up for ber, but which
for the present she cannot go to.

A short time ago B, W. Perry, actifig
in the interest of Western and Southern
capitalista, purchased over 1,000,000
acres of lapd in Honduras, near the
coust. ‘U'be sale was made oa the con-
dition that the land should be improved
and wsed for the rearing of stock. The
Jand consists of savannas, and is said to
b gdmirably ndapted for the purpose
intended. o iote tics are
siock raisera. and their effo . Hoo-
dorps will be directed to the
‘alsing of meles, which find « ready

- . «[r A0
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LITERARY
LEAVES.

“He hath never fed of the daintics that are
bred in a book; he hath mat ate paper as it were;
he Marh wot dewnk inks hia intelleot (n wof replens
pehed; he (v anty sennibile in the duller parts,’ —
Love's I aber Lost,

What iv badee read is be'ter remembered than

et be trmnmeribed,
—Samuel Johnson,

AT SEA.

TWO VISIONS

I
THE BOY'S VISION,
(A Starry Night.)
I hieaven's bright hallsare very fior from sea,
L bt eanad o pranig the angeis coull not ‘sunge (—
e tmprisoned ses-bird Knows, sond only be,
How dreensy how dark, may be the proudest

cage
Untside the bars he sees o prisoPstill ;-
he selfsame wool or meadow or silver
3 wirenin
Ihat lends the cyptive lark o Joyous thrill
I Isndsenpe in thie son-bird's o ison dream,

S0 might I pine on yonder starry floor

For seii-wind, deaf toall the singlng spheres ;
Billows like thess that never Rnow i shore
Mightmoek mine eyes and tense my nungry

. ours ;
wWo soent of amaranihs o'er yon glittering

vault
Might 1I|u1r-II this Lireath of vecan sharp and
wolt

.
THE MAN'S VISION
(A Tropic Caim )
1hear the WackUirds singing in the grove,
Al now | see—I smel—the eglantine—
The mendow-sweat where rivaiets langh nod

slilhe
To English clonds that Isugh smd shine
abovel
I foe! m stresum Of malden moste move,
Pouring through sl my body a it divine
From this fond throvhing bosom clnsped to
mii N
From this denr barp, her honrt, whosoe ¢fionds
are love !

Vanish'al—

Ol Gl § i Binging world Of sen—

A bllstarcd deck—an engloe'sgrinding Jar—
Hot seents of seorching oll and paint and
nr—

Anl, ln the offing up you fery Tes,”

U s Ot b the wir o Il er thnn o hee-

A Irignte bind sadling alone nfar,

=Tt Athenmum, Uhiemlore Watts,

I3 LITEEATURE LUCKATIVE.

A comparison between the profits of
anthors in England aud authors in the
Tnited States shows a striking ditTer-
ence. When 1 remember how enor-
mous were the galus of Sir Walter
Scott, how brillinnt were the profits of
Charles Dickens; when 1 recall that
Bulwer received a Nundred thonsand
dollars for the privilege of printing a
cheap edition of his povels for ten
years: that George Eliot was paid
thirty-five thousand dollars for *Ro-
wola,” and wude seventy-five thousand
dollars out of *Middlemarchs’ that
within three months after the publica-
tion of the fourth valume of Macaulny s
“History ™ the Lovgmans sent him a
lundred thousand dollars, I wonder in
what falry-lapd these things could have
occurred, T do not know what Tenuy-
son's arrapgements are with his pres
enl publishers, bat at one time be
received fixed (he sum of twenty-tive
thonsand dollare u vear for hia copy-
rights, whethor he published anything
tew or not. It would Ye interesting to
compare these figurgs with Longfel
low s yearly receipts,  Trollope frankly
tells us just what he received for his
novels, which in many instances was
not less than fifteen thousand dollars
down, Mr. Roe was the most succoss-
full of recent American novelists, and
you it is doubtfal of goy of his much-
read novels yielded im more than halt
this wmowut.  Anthony  Trollope's
prices were nol at oll exceptionnl, every
Fog'ist novelise in the test rank obtain.

There 18 nothing Hxbt or | promise is the most faithful in the per- [0z as much, and a few considerabie

more. Some single books i this conn-
tey, such as Uncle Tom s Cabin.” *The
Wide, Wide World,”” " Ben Hur,” have
yielded their avtaors a large profit; but |
now of no aathor publishing rapidly
beok after book whose average receipts
are at all equal to those of the English
authors of correspondiog rank. And
il we compare exceptional books, Eng-
lund stitl pays moch more liberally than
we do. George Eliot, as I huve alrendy
mentioned, 18 said to have made seven-
ty-five thousand dollirs from *Middle-
murch,” “Ben Hur,” large as the re-
turns have been, can scarcely equal
this. If a disioterestod person deared
ty aseertnin the comparative literary
activity of two countries, he would
naturally compare the literary journale
of each with the other, Could fhere
be a surer lest? If we place before us
copies of the Athepweum, the Saturday
Review and the Spectator, we see at
once what 18 going on in the Eaglish
world of letters, If we place by
thew eide the only three Americsn
periodicals with which comparison can
ba made, the Nation. the Critic. the
Literary World. the ditference is rather
astonishing. [oacopy of the Athen-
wum pow before me 1 coant thirty six
edumns of hook announcements aod
advertisements: in the Nation, of the
same date, about seven colomns, the
eolumns being of equul length. In
anoher number of the Althepmum 1
find twenty three columauns nguiost four
columus 1n the Nution of the corres
pondivg issue,  Toe other American
literury journals exhibit a fimilar dis-
proportion in comparison with Eoglish
journals. How are we to account for
this remarkable ditference?- Publishers
Weekly,
FRANCOIS COPPEE,

In the early sixties there sppeared in
France a set of young poels, who un-
dertook to found a new school of  poe-
try, of which the foundations should
Ir+ the absolutism of form, the sove-
reigoty of style, and are i and for it-
self, The young fellows made such a
poise ubout their theory of poetry that
they were first jeered ut as “Les lmn-
possibles,” and then soeered ut 45 *"Les
Parpossiens.”’ The latter pame caught
the earof the town and became aslang
phrase in Paris, Two cabbies, baviog
a wrangle, exbausted their never- shal-
iow stock of abuse. The vie r, that he
wight give his antagonist o toal and
mortul stab, left him with a supreme
“Parnassien ! Va!”
One of these Parnassiens w i< Coppee,
At the time spoken of lie bwl o small
clerkship io the War Office, reelviog a
amall salary, by which he kept together
the household thrown upon him by his
father s early death. Quiet, wlf«leu{-
g, putetual to distasweful duties, be
sheltered his mother from anxiety, h 8
wsters from care. und made for them
a1 unsssuming bome of brighiness and
sorenity. He won his way and became
librarian of the Comedie Frvncaise, s
member of the French Academy, und
the most widely popular of all the con-
Lemporary poets of his country.
Taat his fame should be extensive is
no', at first sight, coovineing as Lo its
worto. The level of his aspiration s
not highs his ethical sympathy is bar-
row: his appreciation of the value of
life small, He has peither depth of in-
sight, nor breadil of oatlook. Lie 18
without the riches of accomulated
knowledge, or of creative forethought,
Haub?dnp no new illtlmlmtinhn to the
roblems, no keen guesses to the ques-
Euonings of life, He the gift
peitner of rare surprise por of the fas-
cimation that haunt=, His subjecis are
often  commonplecs, his  treatment
sometimes—io a liternry sepse—mean.

Yet by distinction “ia the use of
worde, by their justness of choice and
spell of effect. by the uniqueness their
Eulou achieve, by the pleasure of

rlu':_:o. xlwitr spuntaneity (.I‘::

change; the engogivg suppleness o
mensure and s ’rlicium ease, Coppee
can hi Id readers of taste, and surmount
n lack of interest from which many of
his themues suffer. He has the pirof a
man in earvest to express apd im
a conviction, _ speak of bim
y | “”

m line too many, &

o

o 2 T F, 3 g P

L2 Rt

called for. His object is never dimmed
by elaboration, nor his sentiment weak-
ened by metaphor, Stmple, and there-
fore clear; dirtet, and therefore cogent,
his motives are definite. And know-
ing well what he bas tosay, with no
hesitation as to the effect he can nchieve,
he rarely misses the mark. At his best,
his workmanship is perfect,
This estimate of &ppﬂ is intended
to apply to his poems alone. and not to
his tales or dramas.—Merry Eogland.

CRITICS AND CRITICISM,

In this day of universal newspaper
and magszine reading what is called
oriticism s in general an advertise
ment rather than a candid and sympa-
thetic acconnt of the purr:u of the
book, and the degree in which the pur-
pose is attaioed, Seill less s it an
award of fame. Except forthe notice
in the newspaper, but & very small part
of the public would hear of the publi-
cation of the book. The managers of
reading clubs, perhaps, peruse ihe pub-
lishess” announcements as ao official
duty, and in such cases the club would
get some at lenst of the new bouoks.
But this would concern only a very
select circle. The great mass of the
public is made aware of the issue of
new books mainly by the notices in the
newspapers and the magazines. Buot
the diversity of intelligence and quali-
fication for the discharge of this office
are as great almost as the number of
newspapers.

In the olider day the reviews of the
Evening Post, for which Mr. Bryaut
was held responsible, of the papers
with which Robert Walsh was con-
nected, and of the Tribune when Mar-
garet Fuller and George Ripley were
the critics, were all important and
authoritative. lolater days the critical
beneh of many other pajpers than the
two named is of great weight. Butio
the enormous multitude of papers
there is every kind and degree of fit-
ness for the duty of reviewing books.
Whatever the qualification, however,
the power of this bench is unquestion-
able. If the paper which isthe literary
director of its readers declares that our
correspondent’s work is well-meaning
twaddle or tedions superfluity, that his
subject is worthless, and his attempt at
authorship a fatlure, which be witl do
well to heed, the number of readers
who will read the book to ascertain
whether the judgment is justified will
not be many. For that circuit the case
is closed : the opinion of another judge
that the book 18 one of the glories of
the sewe will not avail.

The consolation of the author must be
found in the knowledge that there isan
invishle higher tribunial—a court of ap-
veals—which passes upon all the lower
judgments, and awards the tinal decis-
1wn.  The beatification of a book ia its
becoming 4 part of permanent litera-
ture. But to this resnlt no eritic’™s ap-
proval is the title, nor can his comdem-
pation prevent it. There are reputstions

an bour — authors whom everybody
praised, but whom pobody now reads,
whose names are vanishing or are utter-
ly gone. What songs the world will
heed and hum through the long lapse
of coming time no ¢ritie sense can fore-
tell. We only know that in certuio
flowers which seemed no fairer than
their mates the beea found a honey that
is stored in unwasting cells, & perpetual
delight.—From the Elitor's Easy Chair.
by George Willinm Curtis, in Harper's
Maguzine for July.

POETS AND PURITANS,
However history may change its
countenance, the gne problem which is
the heart of it remsing everlnscingly
the same. Through all thought aud
action, all eivilization nod life, in every
age, there beats the sombre monotone
of one question—What does it mean?
Human destiny i3 a problem always
waiting to be solved, and according as
men have interpreted it, so have they
lived, Nations and races have felt itd
burden and risen to its inspiration.
Tuey have made life beautiful with the
radiance of Greece, strong with the
strength of Ronte, ponderous as Egypt,
proad as [arael. dark with the ugliness
of Islam orof Scotland, according as the
eternal tone sounded in their ears. And
s, tho, individuals make balieve to till
the brief hour with light and song, and
try to forget that they were born and
have to die. Or they turnaway from
the musie and the wirth, and wrestlp
drearily with the destiny of death and
hereafter, forgeiting mesnwhile that
they might live. But from the book of
Jubi to In Memoriam, humanity is only
a rock around which surge the waters
of the Infinite, and its clearest light 1s
hung about thick and dark with the
shudow of destiny.

The true sigoificince of the problem
is not as it questions the durkness. but
as it relates to the light, Death reveals
no secrets, but life puts us riddles which
we must solve or perish. Even religion
bears out the justice of this view of the
problem, the true reading of which is
not **What shall become of me when |
am dead?'’ but. “*What does this hfe
mean to me?”’  Even where he finds a
new aod stronger life accruing to him
from a belief 1o the supernatural, he
still must begin with the facts around
him, and translate his divioe faith to
meet the issues of human sffairs, These
two sides together form the model on
whoss obverse may be traced sprigs of
flowers, implements of wil, and weap-
ons of battle, and ut the foot askall and
bones, but on the reveise there is writ-
ten a hieroglyphi¢ which no eyoe can
read, :
Perbaps nowhere else in the history
of a nation do we find the two sides so
absolutely and irreconcilably dissever-
ed, o8 in the antagonism of parties
which reft ssunder English life in the
early part and middle of the seven-
teenth century—the one party lightly
smiling on the flower-sprigs and the
battle-gear. the other too darkly pon-
dering the hieroglyphic. Cavalier and
Puritan may be taken as in a sense rep-
resenting the comedy snd tiagedy of
life, its finite and its infinite, its natu-
rul and its suparostural,  Toeir opposi-
tion preseuts only a partial phase of
the profounder problem, To Clulling-
worth's quuint and pathetic humor the
struggle was anly between publicans
and siopers on the one side, and scribes
and poarisces on the other.

The Puritans early betrayed an anta-
gonism o the stage, founded on religi-
ous principle ; Shakespeare was abused
and anathematized as heartily as Dry-
den vr Congreve ; and long before it
had assumed the supremacy, it
driven poetry and the drama into open
protest. Toe ivcomplete. gaunt ideal
of the Puritan, so forcibly obtruded,
impelled the Cavaliers to lay an exag-
gorated emphasis on he other side of
life. Their joyous temperament sought
only the light of ladies’ eyes.the sparkle

of the wino-ﬁb:wl. “;ln't':ni‘ p:ml. had
3 { rt eh in it.
th:Vro“::‘l;;ru l,p:al joa of the Cava-

liers’ view of life, its want and waste,
its frivolity and insipidity. its elevation
of flirtation and coquetry into man’s
chief end, its regardlessness of exalted
motive, except when the war-note
sounds. and then a thrill of bravery
leaps into words eloquent of the ideal
soldier :—MacMillan's Magazine.

FRAGMENTS FROM THE TALMUD.

Humanity to spimals it is one of
" ‘-‘:I.oriu to have enshrined in

oly. buthe
L ﬂll.“fﬂ‘ this

that ghtter in the past—bright moths of |

hen De
“'_ 3:.’1?, late, to write

chanced to apnoy ome young kittens,
upon which the rabbi said, “Leave
them slope, for it is written. ‘His
tonder mercies are over all His works,” "
and, thereupon, the decree was

rescinded. “Let up bave pity upon
him,” was said in Heaven, *'because
he is pitiful,”

It in & well-known incident that a de-

vout Meoman Catholic wgs induced to go
to Rome in the belief that the iniqui
tous conduet practiced there umler the
shadow of the Papal throne would dis-
Elm bim with the religion of which
o wus a pure and shiniog light.
He returned stroogly confirmed in his
faith, When asked whetber the re-
volting cemdition of ecclesiastical so-
ciety which he had witnessed d:.d not
couvinee him of the falsity of the
Romish Church, he answered to the ef
fect that what he had seen assured him
otherwise, smnce God for such ¥iee
would have extinguished the religion
it it bad not been true and derived
from Himeelf.
Rabbi Akiva spoke in the same spirit,
but couveying a truth of wider applica:
tion.  When Rabbis Gamaliel, Eleazar,
Judab, and himself heard the rejoic
ings at an idolatrous festival, the first
three  wept. bat  Akiva  lsughed.
*Wherefore lnugh?"’ asked his friends:
“these heathens, who worship their
idols, live in peace and are merry, bat,
us for us, our holy city iws in_ruins.
Weep, brother. Do not lapgh.” “For
that very reason I laugh and am glad.”
replied Akiva, “If Ged allows thoee
who traosgress to live bappily on earth
how infinitely great must be the store
of bappiness in the world to come for
those who observe his commands!™
Charity is enforeed throughout the
whole of the Talmud, but nowhere
more strikiogly than in the sacred le-
gend found in the treatise Sanhedrin,
The distance from Guaray to Shilo was
three miles, and the smoke from the
holy altarsod that of the incense ql'for-
ed to the image of Micah used to inter
miogle. Toersupon the eministeriog
angals desired to expel Micah. **Nay,”
said the Eternal One, “lot him alooe.
for his bread is supplied to wayfarers
Tue beneficence of Heaven is familiar
toull in the woids of Jesus of Noza-
reth: “God sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust.” The Talmudic pe-
culiar form ol thought cannot be _tmu.-r
illustrated than by its preseatation of
the same truth:  “The gift of 1ain is &0
far botter than the 1evivification of the
dend, since the latter benetits only the
righteous, wherens the former benefits
tuth the righteous and the wicked.''—
The tentleman’s Magasine.

WORDSWORTI AND SOUTHEY.
“Wordsworth,” Mrs, Btanger used to
sy, “would fling his cloak und things

they fltted bim or pot, and hardly sver
seemed to give o thought to his dress;
but Southey was prim and sproce and
neat from head to toe—eravat spotless,
and coat, however old, veatly fitting
and earefully brushed; a man of order
every inch of him.”’
Once she most amusingly, but (uite
good-nnturedly, spoke of the different ||
wiy in which the Gretw Hall apd Ry
dal” Mount breakfust was got through.
Here the poet talked and was waited on
haod and foot as & mutter of course
Ihe tosst was spread, the erenm wis
pottred ioto the tea, the note-book wis
near, and the women, with love and

were in continual attendance—of their
own wants oblivious.
seemid to think about the bardy he
seemed to thiok sbout all—the aust.
the children, the very tabbies. Was
the milk as they bked ity was the por-
ridge right? And then Mrs, Southey . she
hud no appetite, she must be coaxed—
and such coaxing, it wos a8 pretty as ¢
slay—such lLappy, lover-like ways
This little piece of bread thus toasted.
thit cup of ten sosugared. But South-
ex? Oh lot them geod him a cop ol
ten up to the great study presenily—
never mind for him, so that the moder
pd the nuuts and the bairns were
breakfasted.

Euothusigstically would Mrs. Stanger
apeak of Dorothy and Mis, Wordsworth,
and always with deepest reverence ol
Wordsworth's poems: but the awe of
the vest-tape days was heavy upon her.
I suspect ns 4 child she would no more
have jutoped upon Wordsworth's knees
than oo the King's. But on thegenial
knees of Southiey, of course, she had
clambered. Southey's knees wers the
common propercy of all the children of
(iveta Bank or Greta Hall: and what a
length of knee it wis |

“Dhesr Sir.” Mrs, Stavger would say
vith o smile, 1 remember as o lictle
girl thinking that Southey when he
rose from the table was never going to
fluish  getting up.”” — The Cornhill
Magazine,

PLACING DICKENS,

Dickens—1 wrote for a wide public
[stylist sighs ] whom [ loved [ realist
vighs.] 1 loved my characters, too.
[American sighs.] they seemed s0 real
o me, [romaucist sighs, ] and. so I liked
to leave them hspps. 1 believe I want.
ed o see the whole world happy. | Els
merean sighs.]
sir Walter—I afso had that ambition,
Thackeray—Du you even find Mr.
Pickwick's humor offensive nowadays?
Romanpcist—To treat a character with
humor is to 11t him from his pedestal
to the earth, )
Eismerenu—We have no patience
with humor. In these days of anxious
thought bumor scems a trivial thisg.
The world has grown sadder since your
time, and we novelists of to-day begin
where you left off.  Were I Lo write a
contionation of *The Pickwick Papers”
[ couid not treat the subject ns Mr.
Dickens did; I really could uot.
Stylist—Humor is vulgar.
American—Humor, Sir, has been re-
fined snd chastened since the infancy of
fiction, and I am certain that, were my
hirmorous characters to meet yours,
mine would be made quite uncomlort:
able. Mr. Pickwick could not possibly
be received in the deawing room of Sara
I, Finney, and Sam Weller would be
turned out of ber kitchen. [ believe 1
am not overstating the cuse when [ say
that one can positively laugh at ypur
humor.
Dickens—They used to laugh.
American—=Ah! they never laugh at
mine.
Dickens—But if 1 am not a realist.
DOE § TUMANncist, norun Elsmerean, nor
St—
P ;uwriniu—oh. we have placed you.
[n Bosten we could not live without
placiog nwir}-bod y.and you are ticketed
earicaturist.
* Dickens (sighing)—1 liked the old
way best, of being sumply a novelist.
American—That was too §
for Boston. We have sualyzed your
imethods and found them puerile. You
have no sabtle iosight int character.
You could not have written a novel
about & lady s ressons for passing the
cruet. Nay, more, we find that you
never d'"u' lady o:”: otieman.
Your subsidiary charac one
rule you out of court. Tous it is hard
work to put all we have to say about a
My;nd;ontum who agree not to
become epgaged into three volumes.
But you never send four hero twelve
miles m o cosch without adding ao-
other half-dozen characters to your
list. There is nosuch
bart i our srhool.—J. M.
in the Coutemporury Review,

A VOLUMINOUS WERITER.

. mond s
round him as if he didn't care whether |,

art of composition,

devotion unparalleled, hovered as i,

lack of arustic
Barrie

an easily ;nim:g sofull & !
#0 logical a thinker as an

newspaper article by an ordinary man,
and except when he was

writing. 1t is. of course, true that e
speut o great deal of time, especinlly in

his last years of all. in rewriting and

refashioning previously exeouted work,
and apso that illness aod
considerable inroads on his leisure.
But we should imagine that if we had
all that he actually wrote during these
vearly forty
ed volumes would more

its amount than fourteen or
Macmillan’s Magarzine.

THACKERAY'S NOSE,

“1 have always believed,”” writes Sir
William Fraser, “that Thackeray 's nose
was brokew in a fight at Charterhouse,
by Vensbles, Q. C., lately deceased.
Unless 1 am mistaken, this was told me
by the person who introduced me to
Thackeray. Mr, Venables was a mem -
ber of the Society of Dilettanti, and I
often s5t next to him. On st [east one
oceasion I alluded to the fact, and ke
certainly did not deny . Hawever,
this may not have been the case. My
informant added that the *Dame,’ a8 we
called them at Eton, ran up. avd said
to Venables: *You have spoiled the
best looking boy in the school!™

When Thackeray was in America, he
dined ope day with Mr. X.. & distin-
guished literary man of this oity, whose
nose made n good second to Thacker-
ay's. Toe ladies had lefy the room. and
the two gontlemen were silling over
their wine, when X. proposed that they
coould jom the ladies. Upon which
Thackeray asked: “ What do the ladies
care for two broken-nosed old fellows
like us?"" It issaid that X. had no re-
gard for Thackeray thereafer.—Notes
uod Queries.

LITERARY NOTES.

The quick response of wen to Bible
teaching, whicl is noble and simjg le ra-
ther than doctrinal, is shown in the re-
markable popularity of Professor Drum-
benutiful  sermon  on “The
ireatest Thing in the World.”' More

than 120,000 copies in English have

been circulated, and iv has been  traps-
latedd ioto various other languages. No
modern man bas given u mare power-
ful lesson o Christian living aod the

meaning of the Master's teaching.

I never studied the
I read a multitude
of the best books, and from that 1 sup-
yose 1 learved to composs, '

George Macdonald observes : “1f a

Dr.Smiles says: *

man hss anything to say he will man-

age to say 1% ; if be has nothing to com-
mupicate, there is no reason why he

ahiould bave a good style sny more than

e should huve s good purse withoutany
noney , or a good scabbard without auy

a sword.  For my part 1 always scorned
Phere no OBeS 40 vory ideaof forming a style.”

Before Stanley left London on his last

expedition Sir John Pender gave bim a
copy of Burps' poems.  Sir John in re-

vently writing to Mr. Bry e, +
“When I met Stanley in I'Zgyypt lm
spriog | had nos been in converssticn
with him many mivutes before he re-
minded me of the little copy of Burns'
poems, and he sid it had 0o great
sonrce of comfort o him; he had read
it many times over and he belleved
there wus no better thumbed book in
existence that that little volume. He
#1id that Barns was such a child of na-
ture, aud that he was so much o sym-
pathy with bim, that many times he
was not only deeply tonched, but
greatly encouraged by the perusal of
the poems."’

The Suakespears Society of New
Yora, will immedintely begin the pub-
Veatiun of a *Second Series,”” to con-
slat of unexpurgated repriots of the
old English mirscle plays, mysteries.
sod  woralities, as illustrating  the
growth of the drama up to Shakes-
peare, besides (he least known and
wdited Eoglish l;li.yl contemporary
with Shakespeare’'s own work. These
and all other publications of the So-
ciety will hereaflter uppenr in  the
scholarly  and  attractive  style of
the Badkside Shakespeare. Two bun-
dred and fifty copies only  of
this series will be printed, and the type
will then be distributed.  The lirst vol-
wme of the series will be *Tucke Devins
Entertsinment, or the Cowedie of Pas-
qvl and Katherine, as it hath beene
fundry times plaid vy the children of
Powles. Newly corrected, London,
printed by W. Stanfby. for Pallip
Kuight, aud are to be sold at his thop
in Chapeery Lane ouer agninst the
Roles. 1616, [ With notes, and ingro-
duction touchiog the origin, growth,
and decadence of the Children's Com-
panies)."” s

Some juveotle efforts of Browning's
which were late ly sold in London, were
secompatied by this letter from his

father:
“HANK, March 11, 15843,

“He has not (he slightest suspicion
thut any of s very juvenile perform-
ances are in existence. 1 have revernl
of the originals by me. They are all
extemparaneous productions, nor bas
any oue a single alteration. There was
one amongst them, *On Bonaparge,” re-
markably beautiful, and bad I not seen
it 1n his own handwriting | never
would have believed it to bave been the
production of a child, It is destPhyed.”
Mr. Robert Barrett Brownping hes
given the MSS, of his father's poems Lo
Balliol College, 1t is Tut that Mr.
Browning is settled for life in his Ve-
petimn palace. He likes the climate,
and his American wife has made bhis
much frequented by all in

artists and writers,

At the recent meeting of the Massa-
chusetts Historieal Society., Dr.
A. Green, in referring to the valuable
gift of early printed books that had
cently been made to the Boston Pab-
lie Library, said: “The collection was
formed by the late John A
of this oity, and given to
by his widow. It includes
Boston tmprints, and
rich in Matber publicat
lection was much used
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